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Agriculture and Rural Development in 
Austria 



OECD classification of the regions – NUTS III-Level 

Rural: 78 % surface, 47 % population 

Integrated: 20 % surface, 31 % pop. 

Urban: 1,36 % surface, 22 % pop. 
 



arable land 

viniculture 

grassland 

wood 

 Agriculture and Forestry in Austria 

alps/waste land/ 
settlements 

Datengrundlage: Corine 1990 (UBA) 
Erstellung: Andreas Schaumberger / August 2005 Geoinformation im ländlichen Raum 



Agriculture in Austria 

- Small structured, farm-based agriculture – linked to forestry 

- High proportion of less-favoured areas (~ 70 % of UAA) 

- Production of high-quality food / regional food important for consumers 

- Tourism as a strategic partner (farm holidays) 

- ~ 60 % part-time farmers 

- Relatively low production intensity 

- High proportion of organic farming 

 



Share of UAA under organic farming (2010) 

Source: European Commission, RD in the EU, Statistical and Economic Information Report 2012 



Austrian Rural Development Programme 
2007-2013 



Distribution of EAFRD, Structural Funds and EFF 
in member states 

Source: FAL Agricultural Research, Sonderheft 135, 2007 



Why is Rural Development so important in Austria? 

 Measures corresponding to RD have already been playing an 
important role in the time before the accession to the EU in 1995. 

 Recognising that Austria will moderately participate in the 1st pillar 
of CAP due to the agricultural structure, political efforts have been 
concentrated on RD. 

 With the accession RD has consequently been implemented and 
reinforced. 

 RD contributes to reinforcing the multifunctional character of the 
Austrian agriculture. 

 Nature preservation and maintenance of landscape are the main 
deliveries of multifunctional agriculture – essentially strengthening 
the economic resources (tourism) in Austria. 



Structure of CAP 2007 - 2013 

100% EU financed 

Common market 
 

Intervention rules 
Export refunds 

Competition rules 
etc. 

Direct payments 
 

Single farm payment  
Production-linked  

payments  

European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF)  

National co-financing 

Axis 1 

Competitiveness 

Axis 2 

Environment and  

land management 

 

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development  
(EAFRD) 

Axis 3 

Quality of life  

and  

diversification 

Axis 4 
LEADER 

CAP 
Common Market Organization  

Direct Payments 
Rural Development 

2007 - 2013 



Rural Development Policy 2007-2013:  

EAFRD expenditure 2007-2013 according to axes Ausgaben 2007-2013 in den 3 Achsen
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Axis 1: Competitiveness Axis 2: Environment and land management Axis 3: Quality of life and diversification

Source: European 
Commission – DG 

AGRI

Share of each axis of total EAFRD expenditure EU-27*

Axis 1: 35.8%      Axis 2: 45.4%      Axis 3: 18.8%

* Including funds allocated for Technical Aid and DP ROM



IPARD measures according to their financial allocation 
in CRO, FYROM, TUR in the period 2007-2011 (in EUR) 

Source: European Commission, RD in the EU, Statistical and Economic Information Report 2012 



Austrian RDP 2007 – 2013 

total public funds: approx. 8 billion EUR for the whole programming period 

LFA 25%
Agri-env. 

46%

LEADER 

5%

Technical 

Assistance 

2%

Forestry 

2%

Agrarian 

sector 13%

Axis 3         

7%



Austrian RDP 2007 – 2013 (6th modification) 

 Austrian EAFRD envelope: 4.025,6 Mio EUR 

 EU contribution Ø 50,8 % 

Axis Area of measures Public funds in million EUR 

Improving the 

competitiveness of the 

agricultural and forestry 

sector 

Human potential              170.2 

           

989,1 
Investments              763.4  

Food quality                55.5 

Improving the environment 

and countryside 

Agri-env.& LFA            5,722.0             

5,819.9 Forestry                97.9  

Quality of life & 

Diversification of the rural 

economy 

Diversification                75.4 
              

494.0 
Quality of life              374.7  

Training                43.9 

Leader 

Development strategies               415.1 

 467,7 Cooperation                 12.9  

Skills acquisition                 39.7  

Technical assistance      152.7 

Total         7,923.7  

1,9% 

5,9% 

12,5% 

73,5% 

6,2% 





Current LFA delimitation in Austria 

mountain areas 

other less-favoured areas 

areas affected by 
specific handicaps 

~ 70 % of UAA = LFA 



The Austrian Agri-Environmental Programme 
ÖPUL 

Austrian programme to promote agricultural production methods 

compatible with the requirements of environmental protection, 

extensive production and the maintenance of the countryside. 

Four Subjects of Protection 
(Soil, Water, Climate, 

Biodiversity) 

Integral/horizontal Approach 
(Targeting the majority of the 

farmers) 



Agri-environmental programme ÖPUL 
Key figures 2011 

 Number of measures  29 

 Public funding   549 Mio. EUR in 2011 

 Contracted holdings  114.508 

 Measures implemented > 450.000 

 Acceptance  approx.  87 %  of IACS holdings 
    approx. 2,20 Mio. ha  UAA (approx. 87 %) 

 

 



Agri-environmental Programme (ÖPUL) 
Development of participants and area 

Source: Facts & Figures (2011) 

1.000.000

1.200.000

1.400.000

1.600.000

1.800.000

2.000.000

2.200.000

2.400.000

0

20.000

40.000

60.000

80.000

100.000

120.000

140.000

160.000

180.000

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Hectares (ha)

Number of Farms

Years

Participants ÖPUL ÖPUL- Area (ha)



Local Action Groups 2007 - 2013 

 86 LAGs (2000-2006: 56 LAGs) 

 73.000 km² (88% of total area) 

 4,3 Mio inhabitants  

   (52% of total population) 



Programme Management & RD 2020 



RDP implementation in AT - overview 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water 
Management 

Agrarmarkt Austria 
(AMA) 

Paying Agency, inspection 

ERP Fund, KPC, Regional 
Government, Chamber of 

Agriculture  

Application processing 
and contracting 

Research institutes and 
external consultants 

Evaluation, Research 

Regional Government Other federal ministries 



 Paying Agency (RD-related part) 

 Rural Development Network 

 Granting body for measure M 123 - Adding value to agricultural and 

forestry products (ERP Fonds) 

 Technical Assistance of Federal Provinces 

 Monitoring Committee 

 External contracts (esp. evaluation studies) 

 Information and publicity 

 Preparation of RD 2020 

 

 

Technical assistance in Austria  

– eligible costs 



Social inclusion,  
poverty reduction 

 and economic 
 development of 

 rural areas 

Enhancing 
competitiveness 

Promoting  
food chain 
and risk  

management 

Restoring, 
preserving,  

and enhancing 
ecosystems 

Resource efficiency  
and shift towards 

 a low carbon 
 and climate 

 resilient economy 

Knowledge  
transfer  

and  
innovation  

Innovation, Environment and Climate Change as cross-cutting objectives 
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Rural Development 2014 - 2020 

Common Strategic Framework (CSF) 

National Partnership Contract  

Rural Development Programme(s) 

Other CSF funds 
(ERDF, ESF, CF, EMFF) 

Rural development 
EAFRD 

Europe 2020 strategy 



Thank you for your attention! 

Contact: 

Markus Stadler 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,  

Environment and Water Management 

Unit II 6 – Rural Development Coordination 

Tel. +431 71100 6775 

Stubenring 1, A-1012 Vienna 

E-mail: markus.stadler@lebensministerium.at 

Web: www.le07-13.lebensministerium.at   

ww.le2020.lebensministerium.at 


